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HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [1.07 pm]: I would like to 
provide the house with an update on the progress of the Mental Health Act 2014. The Mental Health Act was 
passed by Parliament and subsequently received royal assent on 3 November 2014. It is an important piece of 
legislation that will modernise Western Australia’s mental health laws, provide additional clarity and certainty 
for clinicians, create new rights and safeguards for involuntary patients, and create new rights for families and 
carers. These and other aspects of the legislation are currently in the process of being implemented in preparation 
for the commencement of the act. 

People with mental illness as well as their families have expressed their  eagerness to begin exercising the new 
rights and protections that the Mental Health Act creates for them. I am therefore pleased to announce that they 
will be able to do this before the end of this year, as the Mental Health Act is anticipated to commence on 30 
November 2015. Much work has already occurred to implement the new legislative requirements and much 
work remains to be done. The implementation of the act across Western Australia is a highly complex work 
program as it involves a multitude of agencies, considers over 12 000 stakeholders and aims to bring about 
significant changes to practices within the mental health sector without disrupting service delivery. The 
implementation of the act is being led by the Mental Health Commission with assistance from the Office of the 
Chief Psychiatrist and the Department of Health, and is occurring in strong collaboration with clinicians, 
consumers, carers, family members and other stakeholders such as non-government organisations. I wish to 
congratulate all those involved on what has been a task of mammoth proportions. To provide some further 
context, a detailed analysis of the act was undertaken to identify the individual actions required to implement 
each section of the act. The analysis showed that approximately 2 000 specific actions were required to 
implement the act, which translates to 247 general actions and 22 project areas. Public mental health is the 
biggest stakeholder affected by the Mental Health Act and the Department of Health is working to ensure that 
operational processes reflect the new legislative requirements. The Mental Health Commission is also working 
with a number of other key stakeholders including non-government organisations, other government 
departments, general practitioners and private psychiatric hospitals, as well as consumers and their personal 
support persons, to ensure the entire sector is ready for the new legislation. 

A key component of act readiness is the development of an e-learning package, which will be publicly available 
online to educate all stakeholders about their new rights and responsibilities under the Mental Health Act 2014. 
Other initiatives occurring to prepare for the new legislation include drafting regulations for the new Mental 
Health Act, the development of new forms as required, publishing new standards and guidelines to provide 
assistance with compliance, the development of a clinician’s practice guide to assist clinicians in interpreting the 
act, and upgrades to existing information systems. 

As a result of the new legislation, three existing bodies are undergoing extensive changes to ensure that they are 
better placed to provide safeguards to those receiving treatment and care for mental illnesses. The Council of 
Official Visitors will become the mental health advocacy service and will have a greater focus on individual 
advocacy. Every involuntary patient will be visited or otherwise contacted by an advocate within seven days or, 
in the case of children, 24 hours. The Mental Health Review Board will become the Mental Health Tribunal and 
will review all involuntary status within 35 days for adults and 10 days for children. The Chief Psychiatrist will 
become an independent office and have responsibility for overseeing the standard of care provided to both 
voluntary and involuntary patients. All three bodies are currently engaged in transition activities. 

Implementation of the Mental Health Act 2014 is on track for a 30 November 2015 commencement date. This is 
a truly statewide effort that requires dozens of agencies and hundreds of people to work collaboratively to ensure 
that the best practice changes that the act provides for are implemented in a meaningful way. 
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